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you are dri ven- from us, from all our friends, chased out to your death:
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8. Song Of Tribute To Mathilde And Richard
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TEXT  

  

3.  Mathilde falling in love with Richard 

Becoming lovers, 

a song I cannot measure. 

  

I gaze at you, 

imagine you, undiscovered. 

  

You, broken child; 

I, undiscovered woman. 

4. Mathilde and Richard, together. 

How our bodies glitter; 

my skin feared light. 

  

Oh naked Richard; 

Oh my skin, learning light. 

  

Oh my body, 

singing fire 

  

as we touch.   

5.  The chase [instrumental] 

  

TEXT 

  

1. Mathilde and Arnold

 

MATHILDE 

I, too, wake every night: 

our life together is bird-cry 

  

tearing open within us, 

and every night I hear wingbeats 

  

circling the house, for my flesh 

is an empty rocking cradle, my mind 

  

a house shut down, my body 

an irritant in your song, yet 

  

my skin is a cry of longing: 

I fear the cry of my body, 

  

I know none can answer it, 

none give my skin peace. 

  

2.  Arnold and Richard. 

Never this alive, Arnold; 

never this glitter, 

  

as this young man 

becoming brother, 

  

becoming brother 

to you, like fires 

  

melding, erupting 

together. 
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TEXT  

  

7. Mathilde, mourning. 

Are we answered, 

Richard? 

  

Is this 

peace? 

  

Are we 

Answered? 

  

As we 

touched? 

  

8. Song of tribute to Richard and Mathilde [instrumental] 

  

  

TEXT  

  

6.  Mathilde confronted by Anton Webern. 

So Anton, Arnold’s friend, 

found us, asked us 

  

“What do you want? 

What do you want?” 

  

And so, my Arnold 

who is not mine 

  

as I am not yours, 

yes, I returned, 

  

returned to you, 

to our trackless days. 

* 

Are we answered, Richard? 

Is this peace?                                                

  

I have seen the ways 

you search your heart, your being:            * 

  

you, that terrible laughter, 

that self-erased, scarred face, 

  

you, utterly naked, your muscles 

contracted in unanswered desire, 

  

the love in your body fracturing 

under the fear I’ve placed on you, 

  

and tearing.  My heart, 

the empty image of your skin, 

  

and you are driven from us, 

from all our friends, chased out 

  

to your death: as we sang, you torched 

your faces, your portraits, and now 

  

you gaze at me always, always naked, 

always more afraid and angry 

  

than anything we sing can put at rest, 

or make silent, or makes less 

  

than the sound of your naked feet, 

the noise of flames, and your skin 

  

falling, failing, falling.   


